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NOUN & TYPES 

Nouns refer to persons, animals, places, things, ideas, or events, etc. Nouns encompass most of the words 
of a language. 
Noun can be a/an -   
o Person – a name for a person: - Max, Julie, Catherine, Michel, Bob, etc. 
o Animal – a name for an animal: - dog, cat, cow, kangaroo, etc. 
o Place – a name for a place: - London, Australia, Canada, Mumbai, etc. 
o Thing – a name for a thing: - bat, ball, chair, door, house, computer, etc. 
o Idea – A name for an idea: - devotion, superstition, happiness, excitement, etc. 
Examples of Noun in sentence 
Different Types of Noun: 
• Proper Noun 
• Common Noun 
• Abstract Noun 
• Collective Noun 
Proper Noun: 
A proper noun is a name which refers only to a single person, place, or thing and there is no common 
name for it. In written English, a proper noun always begins with capital letters. 
Example: Melbourne (it refers to only one particular city), Steve (refers to a particular person), 
Australia (there is no other country named Australia; this name is fixed for only one country). 
More Examples of Proper Noun 
Common Noun: 
A common noun is a name for something which is common for many things, person, or places. It 
encompasses a particular type of things, person, or places. 
Example: Country (it can refer to any country, nothing in particular), city (it can refer to any city like 
Melbourne, Mumbai, Toronto, etc. but nothing in particular). 
So, a common noun is a word that indicates a person, place, thing, etc. In general and a proper noun is a 
specific one of those. 
More Examples of Common Noun 
Abstract Noun: 
An abstract noun is a word for something that cannot be seen but is there. It has no physical existence. 
Generally, it refers to ideas, qualities, and conditions. 
Example: Truth, lies, happiness, sorrow, time, friendship, humor, patriotism, etc. 
Abstract Noun examples in sentences 
Collective Noun: 
A collective noun is a word for a group of things, people, or animals, etc. 
Example: family, team, jury, cattle, etc. 
Collective nouns can be both plural and singular. However, Americans prefer to use collective nouns as 
singular, but both of the uses are correct in other parts of the world. 

HOMONYMS 

HOMONYMS 

In linguistics, homonyms, broadly defined, are words which sound alike or are spelled alike, but 

have different meanings. A more restrictive definition sees homonyms as words that are 

simultaneously homographs (words that share the same spelling, regardless of their 
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pronunciation) and homophones (words that share the same pronunciation, regardless of their 

spelling)[1] – that is to say they have identical pronunciation and spelling, whilst maintaining 

different meanings. The relationship between a set of homonyms is called homonymy. Examples 

of homonyms are the pair stalk (part of a plant) and stalk (follow/harass a person) and the pair 

left (past tense of leave) and left (opposite of right). A distinction is sometimes made between 

true homonyms, which are unrelated in origin, such as skate (glide on ice) and skate (the fish), 

and polysemous homonyms, or polysemes, which have a shared origin, such as mouth (of a river) 

and mouth (of an animal).[2][3] 

In non-technical contexts, the term "homonym" may be used (somewhat confusingly) to refer to 

words that are either homographs or homophones.[1] The words row (propel with oars) and 

row (argument) and row (a linear arrangement of seating) are considered homographs, while 

the words read (peruse) and reed (waterside plant) would be considered homophones; under 

this looser definition, both groups of words represent groups of homonyms. 

The adjective homonymous can additionally be used wherever two items share the same 

name,[4][5] independent of how close they are or aren't related in terms of their meaning or 

etymology. 

 


